


The OLORISA book project investigates the complex relations of art and spirituality in terms of cross-cultural contexts by revisiting the revitalisation of the 
sacred grove of the Yoruba Orisa (deity) Osun, located in Osogbo, Western Nigeria. The four contemporary artists involved – Rahima Gambo, Eva Maria 
Ocherbauer (initiator of the project), Adeola Olagunju and Roberta Stein – revisit the Osun grove to investigate how Susanne Wenger in collaboration 
with Osogbo artists and craftsmen achieved a synthesis of sacred architecture, Yoruba religious iconography and modernist forms. The preservation and 
transformation of the Osun grove is the ultimate culmination of holistic creativity that used modern art to pursue spiritual transcendence. 

OLORISA is a contemporary search for similar spiritual synthesis, this time between the collaborative protocols Wenger and the Osogbo community used 
to rebuild and renovate the Osun grove, and those of the four artists involved. They explored Osun’s grove and documented traces of the historical work, 
as well as developed personal artistic approaches to contemporary photography, video and sound – inspired by its spiritual essence. Osun is associated 
with fertility, prosperity and healing. Their interrogation of the sacred grove’s unique symbiosis of Yoruba and European aesthetics is in essence a spiritual 
pilgrimage, a search for Osun’s benevolence, for creative fertility and for spiritual healing in our tumultuous times. OLORISA thus heralds the return of the 
sacred in modernist narratives that have for too long effaced how the search for spiritual transcendence gave birth to modernism in its divergent expressions.
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RAHIMA GAMBO came to artistic practice by working independently on documentary and photojournalism projects in Nigeria. Through her work she explores 
the moving cartographies of long-form documentary storytelling as it intersects with her inner life, psycho-spiritual-geography, socio politics, urban and rural 
environments. Selected exhibitions include “FOAM Talent“, Kühlhaus, Berlin and Fondazione Sozzani, Paris / “Have you seen a Horizon Lately?” MACAAL, 
Morocco / The Lagos Biennial of Contemporary Art / The 11th and 12th Edition Rencontre de Bamako, the Biennale of African Photography, Mali / „African 
Cosmologies - Photography, Time and the Other“ Fotofest Houston, Texas / “Resisting Images, Images Responding” at Coalmine, Winterthur, Switzerland.
 
EVA MARIA OCHERBAUER is an Austrian born photographer, curator and lecturer based in Berlin, Germany. Coming from a theatric background she is ac-
customed to interdisciplinary processes, integrating sculpture, painting and performance into her photographic practice. Selected exhibitions include “One 
Fine Day Soon” Fotohof, Salzburg / “Kreuzberg - Amerika“ CIO Berlin / “Geniale Dilletanten“ Haus der Kunst, München / “Milk Drop Coronet” Camera Austria 
Graz / “City Pity” DAAD Galerie Berlin / “Fotografie Des Unsichtbaren” Museum Abteiberg Mönchengladbach - Kunsthalle Krems - Fotomuseum Winterthur / 
“Stadtpark Eins” Fotofest Houston, Texas. Publications include „Ten Cities“ Spector Books, Leipzig / “BERLIN WEST”, selfpublished / “FICTION” Superlabo, 
Japan / “One Day-Ten Photographers” Kehrer Verlag Heidelberg / “la vie et la mort” Fotohof edition Salzburg / “STILL ALIVE” Edition Camera Austria, Graz.

SYLVESTER OKWUNODU OGBECHIE (Ph.D. Northwestern University, 2000) is Professor of Art History and Visual Culture of Global Africa at the Universi-
ty of California Santa Barbara. He is the author of Ben Enwonwu: The Making of an African Modernist (University of Rochester Press, 2008: winner of the 
2009 Herskovits Prize of the African Studies Association for best scholarly publication in African studies), Making History: The Femi Akinsanya African Art 
Collection (Milan: 5 Continents Editions, 2011), and editor of Artists of Nigeria (Milan: 5 Continents Editions, 2012). Ogbechie is also the founder and editor 
of Critical Interventions: Journal of African Art History and Visual Culture. He has received prestigious fellowships, grants and awards for his research from 
the American Academy in Berlin, Getty Research Institute, Rockefeller Foundation, Institute for International Education, Smithsonian Institution and the Ford 
Foundation. His current research focuses on the role of cultural informatics and new media in analysis of the art and cultural patrimony of Africa and its Dia-
spora in the age of globalization.

ADEOLA OLAGUNJU is an artist working with photography, video, sound and installations. Much of her artistic work has involved considerations of the self, 
memory, spirituality, healing and the social landscape. Her works have been shown in festivals, museums and galleries in many countries, she was the recipi-
ent of the Seydou Keïta Grand Prize Award for the best photographic creation at the 12th Edition Rencontre de Bamako, the Biennale of African photography, 
Mali, of the Lagos Photo Festival Award in 2012 and the Young Art support Amsterdam Award in 2013. Olagunju was one of the selected Mentees at the 5th 
Edition of the Forecast Platform Berlin in 2020. She currently lives between Germany and Nigeria.

ROBERTA STEIN  is an Italian photographer based in Berlin. Her photographs are evolving as deeply personal documents, drawn from the emotional life of 
lived experience. Stein‘s interest in photography began after her studies in graphic design in Milan, when she moved to Rome and explored the potential of 
photography as a form of visual expression, learning the history and the magic of the darkroom. In 2013 Stein moved to Berlin to study at the Neue Schule 
für Fotografie and graduated with the exhibition of her project “How Long is Now” in 2017. She works as an editor and freelance photograper.


